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Disclaimer:

The furnishing of this document does not constitute any license to these intellectual property rights or to
the distribution of any part of this guide without express written permission of Crescendo Education
Group, LLC. This artifact is an example of how another educator utilized a more equitable grading practice.
It should not be considered a perfect exemplar, but instead an example that reflects that teacher’s
thinking as they pursued more equitable grading. 

These artifacts were created by teachers who gave permission for Crescendo Education Group to share them to
support other educators. Please review each artifact with humility and grace. We don’t know the teacher’s
context, their relationships with students, or their pressures and priorities; what we do know is that each teacher
took a risk to move one more step on their journey to make their grading more equitable.
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Student Name: __________________          Teacher: __________________          Principal: __________________

M = Meets Expectations (The student consistently demonstrates understanding and application of a concept or skill.)

AP = Approaching (The student is working toward competency in the concept or skill.  Further practice and use of this skill or concept is needed.)

BB = Below Basic (The student does not demonstrate and understanding of the concept of the concept or skill.)

Absence of a mark indicates an area not yet assessed.

NI= Not Introduced 

English 
Language Arts 1st Qtr 2nd Qtr 3rd Qtr 4th Qtr

Recognizes 
letters at random

Expectation is 
26/52

Expectation is 
52/52

Expectation is 
52/52

Expectation is 
52/52

Identifies letter 
sounds at 

random
Expectation is 

10/26
Expectation is 

20/26
Expectation is 

26/26
Expectation is 

26/26

Identifies sounds 
within words

Identifies some 
initial sounds 2/8

Identifies initial 
sounds 8/8

initial and ending 
sounds 16/16

Initial, ending, 
and medial 

sounds 24/24

Rhyming words

Recognizes 
rhyming words 

2/10

Recognizes 
rhyming words 

5/10

Recognizes 
rhyming words 

8/10

Recognizes 
rhyming words 

10/10

Identifies sight 
words

Recognizes sight 
words 10/50

Recognizes sight 
words 20/50

Recognizes sight 
words 40/50

Recognizes sight 
words 50/50

Blending (c/a/t)
=cat, segmenting

(cat)= c/a/t 0/20 NI 10/20 15/20 20/20

Parts of a Book 

Know the front of 
the book, back, 
title, the role of 
the author and 
illustrator 3/5 NI

Know the front of 
the book, back, 
title, the roll of 
the author and 
illustrator 5/5

Know the front of 
the book, back, 
title, the roll of 
the author and 
illustrator 5/5

Know the front of 
the book, back, 
title, the roll of 
the author and 
illustrator 5/5

Reading Levels
Tracks print left 

to right NI F&P Score A-B F&P Score B-C F&P Score D

Writing 1st Qtr 2nd Qtr 3rd Qtr 4th Qtr

Handwriting
Handwriting has 
no reversals 1/3

Handwriting has 
no reversals 2/3

Handwriting has 
no reversals 3/3

Handwriting has 
no reversals 3/3

Capitals/Lowerca
se

The appropriate 
letters are 

capitals and 
lowercase. 1/3

The appropriate 
letters are 

capitals and 
lowercase. 2/3

The appropriate 
letters are 

capitals and 
lowercase. 3/3

The appropriate 
letters are 

capitals and 
lowercase. 3/3

Spacing 

Spacing is 
appropriate and 
consistent. 2/3

Spacing is 
appropriate and 
consistent. 3/3

Spacing is 
appropriate and 
consistent. 3/3

Spacing is 
appropriate and 
consistent. 3/3

Details in Writing

The writing is 
consistent and 
easy to follow. 

There is a 
beginning, 

middle, and end. 
1/3 

The writing is 
consistent and 
easy to follow. 

There is a 
beginning, 

middle, and end. 
2/3

The writing is 
consistent and 
easy to follow. 

There is a 
beginning, 

middle, and end. 
3/3 

The writing is 
consistent and 
easy to follow. 

There is a 
beginning, 

middle, and end. 
3/3 

Details in 
Illustration

Draws 
characters, 

setting, things 
that are 

happening 1/3

Draws 
characters, 

setting, things 
that are 

happening 2/3

Draws 
characters, 

setting, things 
that are 

happening 3/3

Draws 
characters, 

setting, things 
that are 

happening 3/3

Use of color

Used more than 
5 colors and color 

items 
appropriately 2/3

Used more than 
5 colors and color 

items 
appropriately 3/3

Used more than 
5 colors and color 

items 
appropriately 3/3

Used more than 
5 colors and color 

items 
appropriately 3/3

Coloring Inside 
the Lines

Cloring inside the 
lines 2/3

Cloring inside the 
lines 3/3

Cloring inside the 
lines 3/3

Cloring inside the 
lines 3/3

Punctuation 

Punctuation is 
included and 

appropriate. 1/3

Punctuation is 
included and 

appropriate. 2/3

Punctuation is 
included and 

appropriate. 3/3

Punctuation is 
included and 

appropriate. 3/3

Use of Sight 
Words

Used the 
appropriate sight 
words and used 

conventional 
spelling for sight 

words. 2/3

Used the 
appropriate sight 
words and used 

conventional 
spelling for sight 

words. 3/3

Used the 
appropriate sight 
words and used 

conventional 
spelling for sight 

words. 3/3

Used the 
appropriate sight 
words and used 

conventional 
spelling for sight 

words. 3/3

Spelling 

Used sight words 
and conventional 

spellings. 0/3

Used sight words 
and conventional 

spellings. 1/3

Used sight words 
and conventional 

spellings. 2/3

Used sight words 
and conventional 

spellings. 3/3
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